58                 Criterion of a Miracle.

know what was passing at a given time at any part of
the globe, and who was detected by the simple expe-
dient of accurately marking the time, and comparing
her account with the fact.i In the same class must
be reckoned not a few of the answers of the Heathen
Oracles, if it be worth while to allude to them; as
. that which informed Croesus of his occupation at a
certain time agreed upon. In the Gospel, the noble-
man's son begins to amend at the very time that
Christ speaks the word ; but this circumstance does
not constitute, it merely increases the Miracle. The
argument from Prophecy is, in this point of view,
somewhat deficient in simplicity and clearness, as
implying the decision of many previous questions:
such, for instance, as to the existence of the professed
prediction before the event, the interval between the
prediction and its accomplishment, the completeness
of its accomplishment, etc. Hence Prophecy affords
a more learned and less popular proof of Divine in-
terposition than physical Miracles, and, except in
cases where it contributes a very strong evidence, is
commonly of inferior cogency.

2. Those which, from suspitiozis circumstances attend-
ing them, may not unj-airly be referred to an unknown
cause.

i. As those which take place in departments of
* Bentham, Preuves Judiciaires, Liv. viii. Ch. x.